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You have the will. We have the way. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Parent Involvement in Early  
Childhood     Education 

How you can get involved in your child’s 
education at home and at school. 
 

    Face the Facts 
• Children whose parents 

are actively involved in 
their education do better 
in school. 

• The level of involvement 
parents have during early 
childhood education 
paves the way for the 
level of involvement in 
later school years. 

• Children whose parents 
support and involve 
themselves in their 
education have more 
confidence in school. 

• How engaged a parent is 
with their child’s learning 
has a direct effect on how 
prepared a child is for 
first grade.  

  Why Should I Get Involved? 
You are your childʼs first teacher. As a parent, you are your 
childʼs first and most influential teacher. Your child will be greatly 
influenced by your opinions and enthusiasm about learning.   
Parent involvement leads to positive child outcomes. 
Benefits include improved vocabulary and reading skills, leading to higher 
school performance, improved behavior, shows that children who are read 
to daily have larger vocabularies than those who are not read to. 
 Parents and teachers benefit from each otherʼs input.  
You know your child better than anyone. Teachers will benefit from hearing 
about your childʼs temperament, what goes on at home, and about your 
family. The more information teachers have about the children they teach, the 
more effective the learning process becomes!  
Teachers are trained professionals in education. Talking with them and 
listening to their input on how to foster your childʼs learning is a huge 
resource. Use it!  



Getting Involved at School 
Ask the school.  
Find out all possible avenues available for you to get 
involved. Figure out which options work for you, and let the 
teacher know you want to get involved. 
Attend conferences.  
Take advantage of parent-teacher conferences as times to 
express concerns or share information. 
Network with other parents.  
You are all in the same boat. Why not take advantage of 
the support system and share ideas with each other on how 
to be more involved? 
Talk to your child.  
Make an effort to engage your child in conversation about 
school and what they are learning. 
Visit your child at school.  
If it works with the teacher, plan to visit your child at school 
for lunch or volunteer to help out in the classroom. 

 

Fostering Learning at Home 
Treat your home as a learning environment.  
The learning doesnʼt stop once a child leaves school. Find 
ways to engage your child in learning activities at home.  
Read to your child.  
Children who are read to regularly have much wider 
vocabularies than those who are not read to. Improving 
their vocabulary helps to prepare them for the first grade.  
Involve the family. 
Make learning at home fun by involving other siblings and 
parents! Complete a family art project or spend time 
making music together. Get creative! 
Limit screen time. 
Try to engage your child in as much face-to-face 
interaction and engaging play as possible. Limit television 
watching and try to have an alternate activity ready.  
Gather resources.  
Talk to the school about what resources they have that you 
could use at home. Things such as developmental 
milestone checklists, ideas for learning topics, or web  
resources that they could recommend. Make the most of 
the information offered to you! 
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For more information about parent involvement in 

early childhood education, please check out: 
 

*Parent Involvement Matters* 
http://www.parentinvolvementmatters.org/ 

 
*National Coalition for Parent Involvement in 

Education* 
 http://www.ncpie.org/AboutNCPIE/ 

 
*National Institute for Literacy* http://www.nifl.gov/ 

 
*The Parentʼs Guide to Preschool* 

http://www.education.com/grade/preschool/ 
 
 

Parent-Teacher Partnerships 
 

Different strokes for different 
folks. 

Every family has different needs and what works 
best for your family may be different from what 

works best for another family. Choose the method 
of involvement that works best for you 

 and your schedule. 
 

Remember: your relationship with your childʼs teacher  
is a partnership. Your family and your childʼs school both  
have important resources to offer each other. If you work  
together and learn from each other, your child will benefit. 
 
Keep up steady communication with the school so that  
interactions arenʼt limited to negative concerns. You are  
working together to educate your child, so be candid with 
the teacher in the tough times, and encourage them in  
the positive times. Remember, youʼre on the same team! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


